
Jurisdicti
on 

Locally serving  Small Project Reference 

Berkeley Locally Serving Public Facility: Locally serving public 
facilities generally encompass government, civic, cultural, 
health, and infrastructure uses which contribute to and 
support community needs and mostly generate trips 
within the local area. Locally serving public facilities 
include, but are not limited to, public schools, passive 
parks (parks designed for use in an informal way and 
typically less developed), libraries, community centers, 
police stations, fire stations, and public utilities 

Projects defined as generating 836 daily VMT or 
less. Based on recent data from the California 
Household Travel Survey, this level of VMT would 
equate to 20 units of residential 
use or up to 10,000 square feet of non-residential 
use3 

https://berkeleyca.gov/sit
es/default/files/2022-
02/VMT-Criteria-and-
Thresholds.pdf 

Los 
Angeles 
(City / 
LADOT) 

If the project includes retail uses, does the portion of the 
project that contain retail uses exceed a net 50,000 
square feet?17 

T-2.1-1: Would the land use project11 generate a
net increase of 250 or more daily vehicle trips

https://ladot.lacity.gov/sit
es/default/files/document
s/2020-transportation-
assessment-
guidelines_final_2020.07.2
7.pdf

Monterey 
(City) 

resumed to cause a less-than-significant impact: 
§ No single store on-site exceeds 50,000 square feet
§ Project is local-serving as determined by the City of
Monterey

Project generation is less than 110 trips per day https://files.monterey.gov
/Document-
Center/Departments/Com
munity-
Development/Planning/La
nd-Use-Plans-Regulations-
Studies/VMT/Reso-21-
027-VMT-
Policy.pdf?t=20250930122
8360&t=20250930122836
0 

Pasadena 
(City) 

• Project proposes 50 or more net new residential
dwelling units
• Project proposes 50,000 or more net new non-
residential square fee 

City of Pasadena 
Transportation Impact 
Analysis / TIA Guidelines 
(city TIA PDF). (City of 
Pasadena) 
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Placer 
County 

Local-Serving Non-Residential Development: Defined as 
projects consisting of local-serving non-residential uses, 
unless substantial evidence indicates the project 
wouldgenerate a potentially significant level of VMT. 
Local-serving uses in western PlacerCounty are generally 
less than 50,000 square feet; however, substantial 
evidencemay be used to establish whether a project over 
that size is local-serving. Local-serving uses in eastern 
Placer County are generally less than 20,000 square 
feetexcept for grocery stores and medical uses which are 
generally less than 40,000square feet. Examples of local-
serving uses include:▪ General retail▪ Grocery store▪ 
Restaurant or bar▪ Laundry or dry cleaners▪ Personal 
services (barber orsalon)▪ Bank or financial services▪ 
Medical or dental services▪ Gym, health club, 
fitnessstudio▪ Public schools orcommunity college▪ 
Childcare center▪ House of worship▪ Library▪ Civic center 
or communitycenter▪ Police or fire station▪ Government 
support facility▪ Community park▪ Post office▪ Utility 
facilities (water, sewer,communication, etc.) 

Defined as a project that generates 110 average 
daily vehicle trips or880 daily VMT or fewer in 
western Placer County or 1425 VMT or fewer in 
easternPlacer County on a typical day.The types of 
projects that generate under 880/1425 daily VMT in 
western and easternPlacer County respectively, 
based on data from the Institute of 
TransportationEngineers (ITE) Trip Generation 
Manual 5 and Placer County trip length data, 
includethe following:▪ 17 or fewer single family 
dwelling units▪ 22 or fewer multi-family dwelling 
units▪ 10,000 square feet or less of office uses▪ 
22,200 square feet or less of light industrial uses▪ 
63,200 square feet or less of warehouse uses 
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Riverside Presumed to cause a less-than-significant impact:• No 
single store on-site exceeds 50,000 SF; and• Project is 
local-serving as determined by the 
TransportationDepartment 

Presumed to cause a less-than-significant impact:• 
Single Family Housing projects less than or equal to 
110Dwelling Units; or• Multi Family (low rise) 
Housing projects less than or equal to147 Dwelling 
Units; or• Multi Family (mid-rise) Housing projects 
less than or equal to194 Dwelling Units; or• General 
Office Building with area less than or equal to 
165,000SF; or• Retail buildings with area less than 
or equal to 60,000 SF; or• Warehouse 
(unrefrigerated) buildings with area less than 
orequal to 208,000 SF; or• General Light Industrial 
buildings with area less than or equal to179,000 SF• 
Project GHG emissions less than 3,000 Metric Tons 
of CarbonDioxide Equivalent (MTCO2e) as 
determined by a methodologyacceptable to the 
Transportation Department; or• Unless specified 
above, project trip generation is less than 110trips 
per day per the ITE Manual or other acceptable 
sourcedetermined by Riverside County 

https://trans.rctlma.org/sit
es/g/files/aldnop401/files/
migrated/Portals-7-2020-
12-15-20--
20Transportation-
20Analysis-
20Guidelines.pdf 

San Diego 
(County & 
City) 

Following guidance provided by OPR, locally serving 
retail/service projects less than 50,000 square feetmay be 
presumed to have a less than significant impact absent 
substantial evidence to the contrary. Localserving 
retail/service generally improves the convenience of 
shopping close to home and has the effect ofreducing 
vehicle travel. 

Following guidance provided by OPR, projects 
generating less than 110 daily vehicle trips (trips are 
based on the number of vehicle trips calculated 
using appropriate trip generation rates with any 
alternative modes/location-based adjustments are 
applied) may be presumed to have a less than 
significant impactabsent substantial evidence to the 
contrary 

https://www.sandiegocou
nty.gov/content/dam/sdc/
pds/SB743/Transportation
%20Study%20Guide%20-
%20FINAL%20-
%20September%202022%
20%20-
%20%20Updated%20Maps
.pdf 
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San José 
(City) 

Retail projects of 100,000 square feet of total gross floor 
area of less without drive-through 

• Office projects of 10,000 square feet of gross floor
area or less;
• Industrial projects of 30,000 square feet of gross
floor area or less; 
• Single-family detached residential projects of 15 or
fewer units; 
• Single-family attached or multi-family residential
projects of 25 or fewer units;
• Hotel or motel projects of 100 or fewer rooms

https://www.sanjoseca.go
v/your-
government/departments-
offices/transportation/poli
cies/vehicle-miles-
traveled-metric

Santa 
Cruz 
County 

Expected to cause a less-than-significant impact: 
§ No single store on-site exceeds 50,000 square feet.
§ Project is local serving as determined by the County of
Santa
Cruz

§ Project trip generation is less than 110 net new
trips per day.

 https://cdi.santacruzcoun
tyca.gov/Portals/35/CDI/U
nifiedPermitCenter/Enviro
nmentalPlanning/VMT/San
taCruzCounty_VMTGuideli
nes_2025.pdf  

OPR 

By adding retail opportunities into the urban fabric and 
thereby improving retail destination proximity, local-
serving retail development tends to shorten trips and 
reduce VMT. Thus, lead agencies generally may presume 
such development creates a less-than-significant 
transportation impact. Generally, however, retail 
development including stores larger than 50,000 square 
feet might be considered regional-serving, and so lead 
agencies should undertake an analysis to determine 
whether the project might increase or decrease VMT 

Many local agencies have developed screening 
thresholds to indicate when detailed analysis is 
needed. 
Absent substantial evidence indicating that a project 
would generate a potentially significant level of 
VMT, or inconsistency with a Sustainable 
Communities Strategy (SCS) or general plan, projects 
that 
generate or attract fewer than 110 trips per day19 
generally may be assumed to cause a less-than- 
significant transportation impact. 

https://lci.ca.gov/docs/20
190122-
743_Technical_Advisory.p
df 
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Appendix B 
Residential / Hotel Project Size that would screen under the low VMT project criteria 

Screening Size for Projects 
Residential (units) Hotel (units) 

Town Centers 
Zone 1 - City of South Lake Tahoe 30 34 

Zone 1 - Douglas 29 33 
Zone 1 - El Dorado 20 22 

Zone 1 - Placer 19 21 
Zone 1 - Washoe 27 31 

Outside Centers 
Zone 1 - City of South Lake Tahoe   16     19 

Zone 1 - Douglas     16     18 
Zone 1 - El Dorado     11     12 

Zone 1 - Placer     10     12 
Zone 1 - Washoe     15     17 

Zone 2 - City of South Lake Tahoe     15     17 
Zone 2 - Douglas     11     13 

Zone 2 - El Dorado     11     12 
Zone 2 - Placer     10     11 

Zone 2 - Washoe     13     14 
Zone 3 - Douglas    8    9 

Zone 3 - El Dorado     10     11 
Zone 3 - Placer    9     10 

Zone 3 - Washoe     10     11 
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