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Threshold Standards 
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Article (II) (i) “Environmental threshold 
carrying capacity” means an 
environmental standard necessary to 
maintain a significant scenic, 
recreational, educational, scientific or 
natural value of the region or to 
maintain public health and safety within 
the region. Such standards shall include 
but not be limited to standards for air 
quality, water quality, soil conservation, 
vegetation preservation and noise. 
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Threshold Standards

Categories
• Air Quality 
• Water Quality
• Fisheries
• Soil Conservation
• Wildlife
• Vegetation
• Scenic Resources
• Recreation
• Noise
• Transportation and Sustainable 
Communities 

~ 150 standards 
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Threshold Standards 
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STANDARDS 

REGIONAL PLAN

CODE OF ORDINANCES

FINDINGS

Findings: Ensures that development does not 
adversely impact implementation of the regional plan 
and will not cause the standards to be exceeded.

Code: Implements the regional plan and goals and 
policies and ensure the ordinances, rules, and 
regulations, achieve and maintain the adopted 
environmental threshold carrying capacities.

Regional Plan: general plan for development of the region, 
which establishes the guides for orderly growth and ensures 
development is consistent with the standards. 

Environmental Threshold Carrying Capacities (Standards): Establish the 
goals for environmental quality and restoration in the Lake Tahoe basin. 
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Lake Tahoe Restoration Act



Threshold Evaluation

• Status and trends of indicators 
relative to adopted standards 
(“Threshold Progress”) 

• Implementation and 
effectiveness of the Regional 
Plan and other Basin efforts

• Recommendations to inform 
future actions
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Threshold Reporting History
1991 1996 2001 2006 2011 2015

2019
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2019, 2023



2019 Summary

Attainment
90

80%

Non-Attainment
23

20%
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Threshold Reporting

– Indicator sheets 

– Assess status and trend
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Contributors
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Production Timeline
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Post Release 
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ADJUST PLAN

CHECK DO



Proposed Engagement Process
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Listen
(Dec – Feb)

Public Workshop
TIE-SC / EIP workgroups 

Engagement

Formulate
(Mar – Apr)

Develop 
recommendations 

based on stakeholder 
feedback

Review
(May)

Stakeholder Review 
of Proposed 

Recommendations

Incorporate
(June-July)

Incorporate the 
recommendations in the 
TRPA workplan and EIP 

Priorities



Public and Partner Feedback

1. Feedback on the evaluation

2. For threshold categories:

1. What is working well? What could be improved?

2. What recommendations do you have for Tahoe agencies to advance 
this threshold:

1. For the EIP

2. For policy or regulation

3. Other? 

3. Which thresholds are the highest priority to update?

4. Additional research and monitoring needed?
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