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STAFF REPORT 
  

Date:  September 18, 2024 
 
To:  TRPA Governing Board 
  
From:  TRPA Staff 
 
Subject: Release of El Dorado County Air Quality Interest Mitigation Funds ($52,983.65), 

and Water Quality Interest Mitigation Funds ($45,016.35) for the South Tahoe 
Greenway - Upper Truckee Bridge at Johnson Meadow Project 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summary and Staff Recommendation:   
Staff recommends that the Governing Board approve El Dorado County’s request for the release 
of Air Quality Interest Mitigation Funds ($52,983.65), and Water Quality Interest Mitigation 
Funds ($45,016.35), for the South Tahoe Greenway - Upper Truckee Bridge at Johnson Meadow 
Project (EIP Project No. 03.02.02.0085), subject to the conditions cited below. The request is 
consistent with the Environmental Improvement Program (EIP) objectives, Chapter 60 of the 
TRPA Code of Ordinances, and the Governing Board’s policy guidelines for the release of 
mitigation funds.  
 
Required Motion: 
To approve the requested release, the Board must make the following motion: 
 

1) A motion to approve the release subject to the conditions contained in this 
memorandum. 

 
In order for the motion to pass, an affirmative vote of any eight Board members is required. 
 
Background: 
The Upper Truckee River is the largest watershed in the Lake Tahoe Basin flowing through the 
heart of South Lake Tahoe. Before being recently acquired into public ownership, the Johnson 
Meadow property was the largest swath of the Upper Truckee River in private ownership. 
 
An extension to the Dennis T. Machida Memorial Greenway, the South Tahoe Greenway - Upper 
Truckee Bridge at Johnson Meadow will build upon the overall shared use path network to the 
south shore of Lake Tahoe. The project aims to construct approximately 1.2 miles of a Class I 
shared use path and replace a heavily trafficked bridge over the Upper Truckee River (damaged 
by the 2017 winter storms). The project will provide active transportation users with a critical 
link to Barton Hospital from the west and the Tahoe Sierra neighborhood and Lake Tahoe 
Community College to the east. 
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The requested funds will be used for planning and contract specification and will augment a 
funding package that includes a Surface Transportation Block Grant Program (STBG) grant of 
$254,153.00, and previously released TRPA Air Quality Mitigation Funds of $32,928.00.  
 
The unencumbered Air Quality Interest Mitigation Fund account balance for El Dorado County is 
$52,983.65 and the unencumbered Water Quality Interest Mitigation Fund account balance is 
$71,486.65, both are sufficient to cover this request. 
 
Conditions:  
Staff recommends approving the release of these funds subject to the following conditions of 
approval:   
  

1. The County shall only use the funds for the project cited above and as approved 
by TRPA. 

 
2. TRPA reserves the right to withhold funds to ensure project priorities, goals, and 

objectives are consistent with those of the Environmental Improvement 
Program and TRPA’s Regional Plan. 

 
3. The County agrees to follow all laws, codes, and regulations adopted by federal, 

state, and local authorities/agencies.  
 
4. The County agrees to maintain a report detailing the use and expenditure of all 

funds used on the project. These records shall be made available for review and 
audit by TRPA within thirty (30) calendar days upon written request.   

 
5. All mitigation funds not used as described above shall be returned to TRPA. 

Upon written approval from TRPA, these funds may be re-allocated to another 
project. 

 
6. The County agrees to request from TRPA a final inspection no later than 30 days 

after completion of the project. 
 
7. TRPA approved EIP signage shall be used on all projects during construction to 

identify TRPA as a funding source and shall include the EIP logo. 
 
8. The County agrees to report the applicable EIP Performance Measures achieved 

by this project in the EIP Tracker. 
 

Regional Plan Compliance:    
The proposed release complies with the TRPA Regional Plan and Code of Ordinances. 
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Contact Information:    
If you have any questions regarding this item, please contact Tracy Campbell at 
tcampbell@trpa.gov, or by phone at (775) 589-5267. To submit a written public comment, email 
publiccomment@trpa.gov with the appropriate agenda item in the subject line. Written 
comments received by 4 p.m. the day before a scheduled public meeting will be distributed and 
posted to the TRPA website before the meeting begins. TRPA does not guarantee written 
comments received after 4 p.m. the day before a meeting will be distributed and posted in time 
for the meeting. 
 
 
Attachment: 

A.  EIP Project Fact Sheet 
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Attachment A 
 

EIP Project Fact Sheet 
South Tahoe Greenway - Upper Truckee Bridge at Johnson Meadow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



South Tahoe Greenway - Upper Truckee Bridge at Johnson Meadow
Project Number 03.02.02.0085

Action Priority Build and Enhance Trail Networks

Implementers El Dorado County, CA, Tahoe Resource Conservation District

Primary Contact Donaldo Palaroan (donaldo.palaroan@edcgov.us)

Stage Planning/Design

Duration 2020 - 2027

Transportation Program  Build and Enhance Trail Networks

The South Tahoe Greenway - Upper Truckee Bridge at Johnson Meadow Project will build upon the
overall South Tahoe Greenway shared use path network through the south shore of Lake Tahoe.
The Project aims to construct approximately 1.2 miles of a Class 1 shared use path and replacing a
heavily tra�cked bridge over the Upper Truckee River damaged by the 2017 winter storms. The
Project will provide active transportation users a critical link to Barton Hospital from the west and
the Tahoe Sierra neighborhood and the Lake Tahoe Community College to the east.

Key Accomplishments

Accomplishments to be provided upon completion of project

Threshold Categories

Recreation

Summer 2017, bridge not connected to West side

Location Expenditures

Expenditures by Funding Source to Date: $287,081 
(Estimated Cost: $9,153,626)

 AQ Mitigation Funds (TRPA): $32,928
 Surface Transportation Block ... (FHWA): $254,153

11.5%

88.5%
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Project Fact Sheet Data as of 09/12/

Photos

Before

2017 winter, before runo� disconnected existing bridge
Sept 2020 photo from west bank of UTR towards existing bridge

Above existing concrete bridge, view towards the north/downstream
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