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“Anything less than a conscious commitment to the important is an unconscious

commitment to the unimportant.”
Stephen Covey

 
Dear Regional Leaders:
 
Thank you for your service to our Region and Nation. I know that policy choices
are not always easy ones, but you are vested with the power to do enormous
good for this special region. All of us want you to succeed because in doing so,
we all are successful too. The environment matters, and people also matter.
 
 Please see the attached newsletter (September 28, 2022) that discusses: (1)
Honoring local volunteers (2) Students interested in City Council election (3) Smoke
from Catastrophic Fires are harmful (5) Guest Column – Alan Miller voices serious
concerns with TRPA environmental protection record, and (6) Message from a
reader.
 
 
The safety of our communities, our residents, and the protection of our environment
must always come first. Should you have questions or comments about this
newsletter, please contact me.
 

Stay heathy and be safe!
 
 David
 
David Jinkens
Good Government Advocate
MPA (UCLA). A.B. (UC Berkeley)
(Retired South Lake Tahoe City Manager)
South Lake Tahoe, CA

“Si Podemos”
“We can disagree on public policy issues and still be friends”.

 
The opinions in this newsletter are mine alone.

If you do not wish to receive this newsletter, please let me know.
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 NOT NECESSARILY IN THE NEWS   
A Community Newsletter and Commentary for South Lake Tahoe September 28, 2022 - Volume 100 


 
“Management is doing things right; leadership is doing the right things.”  


 Peter Drucker 
 


KIWANI’S AND SOUTH TAHOE CHAMBER HONOR LOCAL VOLUNTEERS 
Four nominees were honored on September 22, 
2022 at the Duke Theater at LTCC by the 
Kiwanis Club and South Tahoe Chamber of 
Commerce. The nominees for the Bob 
Baunhauser Excellence Award were Sherri 
Acri, Laura Tolstad, Bob Harms, and Ted 
Turner. The event was well attended, and it was 
an amazing recognition for fine people who 
serve our community. The main award recipient 
was Laura Tolstad who received a check for 
$1,500. 
 


The Kiwanis Club and South Tahoe Chamber 
of Commerce should be given enormous credit 
for sponsoring and planning this special 
recognition for very special people in our 
community.  
It is wonderful that these service organizations 
had the foresight and good will to initiate and 
carry out this program in honor of Bob 


Baunhauser. 
 


I gained admiration for the honorees and for all of you who planned this event. I know that all attendees enjoyed it 
very much as well. 
 


I AM PROUD OF SOUTH TAHOE STUDENTS INTEREST IN THE LOCAL ELECTION 
The following is a questionnaire from a STHS student Mio 
King to candidates for City Council. My responses to his 
questions are referenced below. I find it exciting that 
students are interested in local government, and I was glad 
to hear from Milo King. 
 


Dear Mr. Jinkens, 
I am a student at South Tahoe High School, and since the 
City Elections are coming up soon, my peers and I had a few 
questions we wanted to ask you and the other candidates 
running for City Council. We would really appreciate it if you 
took the time to answer the questions below, so we could get 
to know you and your policies better.  
Sincerely, 
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Milo King 


1. Do you attribute the worsening seasonal wildfire situation to climate change? If so, do you have 
any proposals to better protect against this danger? 


 


Answer: Climate change is real as it has been for several millenniums and it has certainly contributed to    
conditions that are making the dangers of fire worse in our State and our City. In the City of South Lake  
Tahoe, we can and should do more to ensure that the large number of poorly maintained and fire-prone  
parcels owned by the Federal government and State governments are made more fire safe so that we  
minimize, to the greatest degree possible, the risk of fire inside the City. City government must be a 
 leader in ensuring that these government lands are made safe by whatever means it takes to do so. We 
 must protect our City, environment, Lake, water supply, habitat, and local economy by making certain 
 that these lands are made more fire safe. In addition, we need to seek Federal and State funds to offer 
 grants to private parties and low-income families to make their property fire safe too. There is no bigger  
 threat to Lake Tahoe than the threat of fire, and City government must be the leader in ensuring that this 
 does not happen.  We must become a Fire Safe City and promote “fire safe neighborhoods”.  I hope as 
 well that County officials consider similar measures to protect our County neighbors. 


 


2. Are you satisfied with the current state of our public schools? If not, what changes would you like 
to see? 


 


Answer: On the surface, our schools seem fine. Actually, you and other students can likely provide the 
best answers because you are in the school system. Our schools need to focus on providing all students 
with the education, training, and skills they will need to pursue whatever career choice they want to make 
in the future. Do you feel you are receiving this training? I think as well that schools need to provide more 
vocational training for those students who do not want to go to college so when they graduate, they can 
and will get jobs. As a former teacher, I want to see our schools give all students the skills needed to be 
successful. I hope school administrators and teachers are asking students the same questions you are 
asking me.  
 


3. Considering the gridlock South Lake Tahoe experiences during the tourist seasons, do you 
believe improving public transportation would help, and if so, how would you improve it? 
 


    Answer: Yes! Improving public transportation is definitely needed, but we still have to deal with 
    the thousands of people who drive to South Lake Tahoe to visit. They are the most important 
    component of our economy. Their experience must be good if we want them to come back,  
    and measures must be taken to ensure that the people who live here are not part of a living 
    nightmare when people visit. We can do both. A good, reliable, and affordable transportation  
    system is needed. More parking garages are needed to house visitor vehicles, and better traffic 
    controls, signage etc. are needed to keep our neighborhoods safe during peak visits by  
    tourists. Once visitors get here, we want to have transit available so that they can keep their  
    cars parked. We can and must value our visitors and value the people who live here. We must  
    look at all of the money we are currently spending on public transit now and re-evaluate how it  
    is spent to ensure that public transit is working the best for locals and visitors. The new Micro- 
    Transit system seems to be a start in the right direction. 
 


4. Do you believe South Lake Tahoe suffers from a lack of affordable housing? If so, what policies 
do you support or plan to implement in order to address this issue? 
 
Answer: Yes! It is a serious problem for our work force and our economy. The city can and must address 
our share of the affordable housing shortage in the South Shore. County government and our friends in 
Nevada must do the same. We can’t solve all of their affordable housing problems. They need to help. In 
the city, we need to take a hard look at vacant and non-environmentally sensitive lands to see if they can 
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support quality work force housing. Large employers must also contribute to the solution by either 
providing housing for employees or helping their employees afford housing. Existing workforce housing in 
old motels should be preserved and upgraded using Federal and State funds and grants and loans and 
remain available to our workforce. City government must also ensure that TRPA is working with and 
supporting our efforts to see that affordable housing is provided.  
 


5. What do you believe is the most significant environmental threat to the Lake Tahoe basin, and 


what policies do you believe could be beneficial in counteracting this threat? 


Answer: Catastrophic fire, radiation from unprotected and above ground cell towers and pollution from 
lead and microplastics in our environment and Lake. The solution is not easy, but it must be done. Make 
Federal and State lands more fire safe. We need to start in the City of South Lake Tahoe!  Place cell 
facilities underground as they were originally intended to be, and not allow major pollution of deteriorating 
plastic limbs on cell tower monopines from polluting our environment.    We can do all these things if we 
have the political will to do so.  TRPA must be motivated to see that our Basin is free of all pollutants and 
not cave to powerful and wealthy special interests. 


 


6. What ideas do you have concerning how our town can better facilitate access to mental health 


organizations and resources? 


              Answer: Under new legislation just passed and signed into Law by the Governor, funds are being  


              provided for better detection and care of persons with mental health needs. These services will be 
              administered by the county, and we must ensure that these services are provided by the county to our  
              residents in need. The lack of services for those needing mental health help has been a sad commentary 
              on our State and County for many years. 
 


7. How would you work to address homelessness in South Lake Tahoe? 


Answer: This is a complicated problem. On one hand we want to be kind and helpful to 
homeless people who are already here. There are several fine organizations and individuals who 
are doing so. We need to support them. However, we must be careful not to make South Lake 
Tahoe a magnet for homeless people coming from all over the State. This is not our job--it is the 
State’s job. I understand the situation to be that there are those who are homeless who want to 
live in the outdoors.  There are those who are homeless who cannot afford housing, and they 
need help. There are those who are homeless who have mental health needs that are unmet, and 
there are those who are homeless who simply do not want to work for a living. We must 
distinguish between these people when deciding how to address the issue. For those who are 
capable of working, we need to motivate them to get jobs that are readily available. Employers 
locally are crying for job applicants. 


 


SMOKE FROM FIRES KILLS TOO! 
 


'We are not powerless,' Stanford 
researcher says as progress in air quality 
improvements being undone by wildfire 
smoke 
Researchers at Stanford recently released 
results from a study showing a startling 
increase in the number of people exposed to 
wildfire smoke in the U.S. One of the study's 
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authors says changing approaches to fuel management can slow that trend. 


 
Updated: 4:29 PM PDT Sep 23, 2022 


Heather Waldman, Meteorologist 
A combination of local and national policy changes, including the Clean Air Act, have yielded 
great progress in improving air quality conditions throughout the United States over the last 
several decades. 
 
Unfortunately, new research released this week from Stanford University shows that for 
California, Oregon and Washington, the dramatic increase in wildfire activity in recent years 
may soon undo that progress. 
 
A combination of a lack of wildfire fuel management programs and increasingly warm and dry 
atmospheric conditions caused by climate change has led to a rapid increase in the number 
of large and very intense wildfires in the West. 
 
Marshall Burke, an associate professor of global and environmental policy at Stanford, says 
that increase in fire activity and the high potential for more in the future is what motivated a 
deeper exploration into the smoke those fires produce. 
“It’s hard to live on the West Coast and not notice that wildfires are increasing in frequency 
and intensity," Burke said. "We wanted to understand where the smoke from all of these 
wildfires was going.” 
 
Burke said the data is startling. It shows a very large increase in the number of people 
exposed to wildfire smoke over the past 15 years. 
 
“We saw a 27-fold increase in the number of people exposed to at least one really bad day of 
wildfire smoke. So maybe a few hundred thousand were exposed a decade ago and now it’s 
many millions every single year exposed to really extreme wildfire smoke," Burke said. 


 
TRPA IS A PROVEN TOXIC WASTE ENABLER AND BASIN DESECRATER  
By Alan Miller (South Lake Tahoe CA, September 19, 2022) 
 
This letter was submitted to a local media source, but they would not print it.  I was asked to include this 
information as “it was not necessarily in the news.”    


   
 GUEST COLUMN  


 
Why would I write that?! Because the evidence is in and the public has a right to know: TRPA has knowingly, willingly and 
repeatedly violated federal and state laws and policies, and its own Bi-State Compact, by repeatedly approving of wireless 
towers that shed prohibited, uncontrolled toxic polyvinyl chloride (PVC) plastic and microplastic (MP) wastes to the 
environment. The evidence includes deadly lead in the MPs, and no exposure to lead is considered safe. We now have a 
dozen or more approved large “monopine macrotowers,” each adorned with up to 10,000 pounds of PVC plastic to resemble 
fake pine trees, with more coming. There is now a public record with substantial evidence that PVC plastics from monopine 
towers readily degrade in the microwaves, and Tahoe’s UV sunlight and icy weather extremes. The plastic-leaf litter is 
rapidly dispersed into the sacred Tahoe environment on the extreme winds and in storm runoff, where the plastics break up 
but remain toxic, and enter the soil, water and food web as MPs. MPS from a variety of sources have been found in Lake 



https://www.kcra.com/news-team/7927b700-bd08-4d1e-9b95-443ac9b1f8a6





5 
 


Tahoe, with more water testing planned for specific evidence of PVC. Nonetheless, these monopine tower wastes are a 
toxic danger to our waters and communities and a poisonous public nuisance. 
These monopines are brought here by the lake wide wireless telecom industry 
and TRPA furthering its own covert goals to blanket the unique Lake Tahoe 
basin with invisible electromagnetic radiation from the towers, like any Big 
City, to the detriment of its people, its water bodies, forests and all regional 
biological life. The common-man “proof” that the wireless industry’s microwave 
radiation is detrimental is the ongoing, complete refusal by any U.S. 
government agency to revise unsafe 1990s-era health and environmental 
safety regulations. This, despite hugely more wireless use and scientific 
evidence contrary to safety, knowing reviewing that would likely kill the 
wireless-5G industry that sickens and kills plant and animal cells. Now there 
are the ongoing, expanding monopine wastes to clean up, if even possible.  
 
Wireless has changed the Basin for the worse in ways both seen and unseen. 
The public has had no say. The dozen or more monopines and other wireless 
towers and antennas now number well over 1000, mostly on the South Shore, 
with no limit in sight. (Tower estimates from antennasearch.com; TRPA should 
disclose exact numbers.) These towers and antennas represent an increasing 
THREAT OF FIRE due to welding mishaps, a tower fire, collapse or other 
incidents, all potential impacts ignored by TRPA. It only takes one tower fire to destroy everything. Burned plastics give 
off/contain deadly poisons, endangering our heroes. TRPA’s most ludicrous claim is the towers are needed for public health 
and safety, when many safe, better, viable alternatives for wired and wireless connectivity exist, alternatives TRPA 
stubbornly refuses to evaluate. With the increased fire threats our homes and all the things we hold dear are at stake, all the 
millions for “restoration” that hasn’t shown up yet. The dangers TRPA presents to our communities with its continued 
recklessness are matched only by its disrespect for the citizens and the laws it is charged to uphold.  
 
Tahoe Stewards has generated petitions with over 5000 signatures against the ill-conceived Verizon monopine proposed at 
1360 Ski Run Blvd., South Lake Tahoe, all ignored. If you thought the TRPA Approval was a “done deal,” it is not. All 
concerned by TRPA’s outrageous actions are encouraged to participate in a September 28, 2022 TRPA public hearing on 
an Appeal of Project plan revisions. The Appeal is based on TRPA ignoring its own laws and regulations for its telecom 
buddy, Verizon, including for ignoring permit application requirements, coverage and excavation requirements, public 
environmental review procedures, vegetation protection and many other things which so many others have struggled with at 
TRPA’s hands. Verizon seeks and will get a pass from TRPA’s Board unless the staff approval is revoked in response to 
public concerns. Even if wireless is not your issue, TRPA’s ongoing lawless, favorable treatment for the telecoms is 
ultimately to the significant detriment of all who value our unique environment. You can make a difference. See info at 
TRPA’s website under Document links on or after September 21, 2022, www.trpa.gov; all may comment in writing on the 
Appeal and listen or speak in person or online.  
 
The TRPA does not serve this basin or its mission in wireless matters, only its telecom clients. Ignoring science, public input, 
and following the incompetent advice of its former Director, its staff and attorney, the TRPA Governing Board has approved, 
and continues to approve, one after another of these monopine fire threats, which become unregulated toxic dump sites. 
TRPA has acted in a covert, conflicted alliance with the telecoms, the so–called Tahoe Prosperity Center, the City of South 
Lake Tahoe, and various Counties, other public agencies and private developers around the Tahoe basin to install the 
monopines and other wireless facilities. TRPA’s lawless acts, under color of law, are a danger to all the values important to 
us as citizens and must stop. TRPA has not heard “NO” from those aware of this, and we will keep saying it until they do: 
NO MORE MONOPINES. No more illegal, piece-meal approvals without a basin wide Environmental Impact Report, as 
required. The latest TRPA monopine approval, Verizon’s tower near Sand Harbor last August, is more of the same, keeping 
public documents off their website, no application, no environmental analysis available, only a fraudulent Final Permit. Who 
knows what towers are coming soon to your neighborhood? TRPA won’t tell us as they continue ignoring their own 
regulations and public concerns.  
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Maybe you didn’t know TRPA has two sides: one epitomized by the public-relations Grandstand on the Sand that is the 
annual Lake Tahoe Summit, and the other, as follows: TRPA has for decades been allowing these plastic monopines to 
meet important TRPA “scenic” requirements for large industrial towers. While making secret plans, they are actively working 
to prevent public knowledge or participation in the telecom industry’s multiple-at-a-time wireless small-cell rollout basin wide, 
with no visible planning. TRPA has actively quashed any opposition under misinformation, bureaucratic weight, conflicts of 
interest and bizarre legal tactics, while hiding behind the dangerously and notoriously corrupt Federal Communications 
Commission, which does not preempt it. Senator Feinstein’s staff was contacted and has taken no action. After these 
unplanned toxic monopines are approved, TRPA never looks back. TRPA has never enforced a permit condition or any 
other regulation against a telecom after a final permit is approved and construction is complete, including scenic mitigation 
requirements. The Permits expire but the towers remain as they move on to other toxic tower approvals. Stripped of their 
plastics, the monopines become toxic waste sites and industrial eyesores like the Angel’s Roost tower on our public USFS 
lands at Heavenly Valley Ski Area. I am standing up for the people and nature I love. Please make your views known and 
help guide TRPA to a better outcome for us all.  
 
Alan Miller is a registered California civil/environmental engineer and a retired long-time employee of the California 
Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region, at Lake Tahoe. His opinions are his own, protected as free 
speech under the U.S Constitution. He may be reached concerning these matters at syngineer1@protonmail.com 
 
 


MESSAGE FROM A READER 
 


 
 


 
“SI, PODEMOS” 


(Yes, we can) 
 


David Jinkens, MPA 
Good Government Advocate 



mailto:syngineer1@protonmail.com





From: Doug Flaherty
To: Marja Ambler; Katherine Huston; John Hester; Cindy.Gustafson
Cc: Alexis Hill
Subject: Public Comment TRPA Governing Board Meeting 9-28-22
Date: Wednesday, September 28, 2022 10:45:17 AM

According to the recent UC Davis State of the Lake Report, the Lake Tahoe Basin is in an environmental
free-fall, and out of “Equilibrium” and “Harmony” as required by the Bi-State Compact.

 
Through its malfeasance the TRPA has mismanaged its charge under the Bi-State Compact and failed to adequately
monitor, measure and provide substantial project "cumulative impact" data and analyses, since its 2012 Regional
Plan update to ensure “equilibrium” and “harmony” within the Tahoe Basin and has failed in its responsibility to
protect our cherished Lake Tahoe water clarity.

Cumulative impact is the impact on the environment which results from the tyranny of incremental impact of
small decisions when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless of what
agency ) or person undertakes such other actions. Cumulative impacts result from individually minor but collectively
significant actions taking place over a period of time.

 
The long-term failure on the part of the TRPA involves the use of a "sham" environmental checklist. This TRPA sham
environmental checklist circumvents a process that would otherwise ensure that Lake Tahoe Basin wide
cumulative impacts are analyzed.

 
Instead, the TRPA has been on a march of agenda driven increased human capacity, increased growth and relaxation
of building regulations, increased parking and transportation projects, human capacity initiatives, including
promotion of high-density growth without any real and adequate cumulative impact environmental assessment.

And lastly, the TRPA appears to have adopted and accelerated a social change process system strikingly similar to
what is known “Leading Small Groups” (LSG’s), which often meets out of the public view, to craft process in order to
effect agenda driven change impacting the long-term quality of life and environmental integrity within the Lake
Tahoe Basin. 

 
Through this LSG change process, damaging code changes adding capacity, density, coverage as well as significant
public and private projects, massive trail and transportation projects and endless federal funding for these projects
and agenda driven studies are suddenly transformed by the TRPA process, to now be considered “environmental
improvements.”

 
Information regarding Leading Small Groups is explained here:

 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leading_Small_Groups

 
Historically, Leading Small Groups (LSG's) have operated as government interagency executive committees, within a
hierarchical system working to impose ideological or agenda driven change, cutting across regulatory boundaries
and often functioning with assumed or self-declared quasi authority granted by a central or controlling power.

 
In the Lake Tahoe Basin over the last 10 years, significant increased numbers of government “partner” committees,
sub-committees and working groups, under TRPA leadership, appear to be operating as LSG's. These LSG’s come

mailto:tahoeblue365@gmail.com
mailto:mambler@trpa.gov
mailto:khuston@trpa.gov
mailto:jhester@trpa.gov
mailto:cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leading_Small_Groups


and go depending on their usefulness to the TRPA change agenda at hand.

 
This includes "non-profit" organizations, otherwise known as "Non-Governmental Organizations" (NGOs) of which
TRPA Board members (several of whom are also County Commissioners) serve as in Board of Director roles within
the NGO's.

 
In this way, TRPA leaders can ensure funds earmarked for projects, plans and studies are quietly funneled to and
through the NGOs from a variety of sources directly or indirectly. Results from quietly government funded studies
are rolled out to the community by "Collaborative Government and NGO Partners” creating the illusion that
government and TRPA agencies have adopted a sound policy of, by, and for the public based on the perception of
sound public process “Partnering” and party-controlled messaging. Quite the opposite is often true.

 
LSG committees, sub-committees and working groups give the outward impression of having broad representation
during their deliberations, but the truth is that LSG's are made up of sympathetic members of the small group in
power, and in the case of the TRPA, specific “government partners” and favored “partner” NGO's.

 
What is missing is true meaningful community involvement. Instead, the process is deceptive in nature as public
officials and agencies give approvals for projects that have been privately evaluated and funded through closed-
door government “partner” and NGO "LSG" collaboratives.

 
Additionally, some NGOs seem to have been able to skirt the grey area of whether they are classified as "Public
Body's" under the California and Nevada Open Meeting Laws.

 
As the pre-established TRPA project or study to effect change works its way through the working group, committee,
and subcommittee daisy chain process it gains increased credibility, legitimacy, and acceptance. By the end of the
committee process, propped up by media messaging, any multi working group, committee or sub-committee
proposed change has usually garnished unquestioning acceptance by lawmakers and agencies making it easy to be
adopted via a presumptive “rubber stamp,” at which time it becomes adopted as law, ordinance, or project.

 
The public is usually overwhelmed by the rapid speed at which a given governmental or agency ideological change
moves through the TRPA small group and favored committee process, often with only a few days’ notice for public
comment.

 
It is the norm for government and TRPA staff report packets to run between 200 to 500 pages, such as those posted
on the TRPA website only a few days before any given public meeting, making it impossible for the average citizen to
read or comprehend much of the content. Further, these staff reports are proliferated with unclear daunting
government acronyms and extensive staff storytelling, making it difficult for the layperson to understand.

 
After LSG’s serve out their mission (i.e., public indoctrination and acceptance in preparation for the predetermined
government outcome culminating in agency vote), they either seemingly disappear from the TRPA and public radar
or gain even more traction depending on their need to promote the massive open spicket of federal funding flowing
into the Lake Tahoe Basin.

Sincerely,
Doug Flaherty
TahoeBlue365@gmail.com 

mailto:TahoeBlue365@gmail.com


From: Doug Flaherty
To: Marja Ambler; John Hester; Shelly Aldean
Subject: Public Comment TRPA Legal Committee 9-28-22
Date: Wednesday, September 28, 2022 9:42:12 AM

Please make this part of the Public Record for the Legal Committee meeting this morning, as my verbal comments
were not able to be heard via Zoom,

Dear Legal Committee Members:

I would like to expand on Mr. Miller's comments regarding the TRPA planning and approval
process.

According to the recent UC Davis State of the Lake Report, the Lake Tahoe Basin is in an
environmental free-fall, and out of “Equilibrium” and “Harmony” as required by the Bi-State
Compact.
 
Through its malfeasance the TRPA has mismanaged its charge under the Bi-State Compact and failed
to adequately monitor, measure and provide substantial project "cumulative impact" data and
analyses, since its 2012 Regional Plan update to ensure “equilibrium” and “harmony” within the
Tahoe Basin and has failed in its responsibility to protect our cherished Lake Tahoe water clarity.

Cumulative impact is the impact on the environment which results from the tyranny of incremental
impact of small decisions when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future
actions regardless of what agency ) or person undertakes such other actions. Cumulative impacts
result from individually minor but collectively significant actions taking place over a period of time.
 
The long-term failure on the part of the TRPA involves the use of a "sham" environmental checklist.
This TRPA sham environmental checklist circumvents a process that would otherwise ensure that
Lake Tahoe Basin wide cumulative impacts are analyzed.
 
Instead, the TRPA has been on a march of agenda driven increased human capacity, increased
growth and relaxation of building regulations, increased parking and transportation projects, human
capacity initiatives, including promotion of high-density growth without any real and adequate
cumulative impact environmental assessment.
 
 
Sincerely,
Doug Flaherty
TahoeBlue365@gmail.com 
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