
From: Doug Flaherty <tahoesierracleanair@gmail.com>
Sent: 12/18/2024 9:47:46 AM
To: Public Comment <PublicComment@trpa.gov>; John Hester <jhester@trpa.gov>; Julie Regan <jregan@trpa.gov>
Subject: Public Comment Agenda Items 3 and 4 - TRPA Regional Planning Comm Mtng 12-18-24
Attachments: Public Comment TRPA Reg Plng Comm Mtng Agenda Items 3 and 4. 12-18-24 - TahoeCleanAir.org.pdf

Even though I was unable to submit the attached public comment before 4 pm yesterday 12-17-24, please make this public comment part of the record in connection with:

The TRPA Tahoe Regional Planning Committee Meeting – Agenda Item 3) Discussion and possible recommendation of Amendments to the City of South Lake Tahoe’s
Tourist Core Area Plan and Agenda Item 4) Discussion and possible recommendation of Amendments to the City of South Lake Tahoe’s Tahoe Valley Area Plan.

Sincerely,
Doug Flaherty, President 
Tahoe Sierra Clean Air Coalition (DBA TahoeCleanAir.org) 
A Nevada 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Corporation
774 Mays Blvd 10-124
Incline Village, NV 89451

TahoeCleanAir.org Organizational Purpose
Tahoe Sierra Clean Air Coalition (DBA TahoeCleanAir.Org) is a Nevada 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporation registered to do business in the State of California. Our
organizational purpose extends beyond protecting clean air, and includes, among other purposes, protecting and preserving natural resources, including but not limited to
clean air, clean water, including lake and stream clarity, soils, plants and vegetation, wildlife and wildlife habitat including wildlife corridors, fish and fish habitat, birds and
bird migration, insects, forest and wilderness from adverse environmental impacts and the threat and potential of adverse environmental impacts, including cumulative
adverse impacts, within the Nevada and California Sierra Range, and its foothill communities, with corporation/organization geographical purpose priority being that of the
Lake Tahoe Basin. Our purpose further extends to all things incidental to supporting environmental impact assessments and studies, including the gathering of data
necessary to analyze the cumulative adverse environmental, health and safety impacts from public and private projects inside and outside the Lake Tahoe Basin, and
addressing and supporting safe and effective evacuation during wildfire. Our purpose further extends to supporting transparency in government to ensure that our purpose
and all things incidental to our specific and primary purposes are achieved.
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December 18, 2024  

RE: Public Comment: 

TRPA Tahoe Regional Planning Committee – Agenda Item 3) Discussion and possible 

recommendation of Amendments to the City of South Lake Tahoe’s Tourist Core Area Plan and 

Agenda Item 4) Discussion and possible recommendation of Amendments to the City of South Lake 

Tahoe’s Tahoe Valley Area Plan.  

Dear Committee Members, 

1. While today’s agenda items 3 and 4 address separate area plans, due to their geographical 

proximity, the environmental and public safety impacts must be analyzed in a cumulative 

manner.  

2. Both area plan amendments represent a “project” under CEQA. This as determined by the 

California Supreme Court ruling Union of Medical Marijuana Patients, Inc. v. City of San Diego, 

since the project has the potential to cause direct and indirect physical changes in the 

environment. These potential changes include new residential and commercial density. 

Increases in density will affect emergency Evacuation and increase Vehicle Miles Traveled. 

3. Since both Area Plan proposals represent a “project,” TRPA may not approve either “project” 

without first making a finding of Net Zero VMT. This as explained in the October 22, 2024 Ca 

Attorney General Letter to the TRPA regarding the failure of the TRPA to achieve a reliable 

regional revenue source by December 31, 2023. 

4. Project documentation fails to provide substantial evidence, including evacuation timing and 

capacity modeling analysis, to determine whether the projects will be exposing people or 

structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires, or possibly 

interfere with the existing emergency evocation plan. This includes where wildlands are 

adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are intermixed with wildlands. Without 

modelling and analysis these potentially significant impacts are left unanalyzed and without 

mitigation measures.  

5. Even though current data and the latest technology are available to do so, project 

documentation fails to include a comprehensive roadway by roadway wildfire evacuation time 

analysis before arriving at a finding of no significant effect, or less than significant impacts, 
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and failed to address the CA Attorney General Best Practices for Analyzing and Mitigating 

Wildfire Impacts of Development Projects under CEQA. Project documentation also fails to 

discuss wildfire ignition. 
 

Similarly, here, as in the recent ruling Center for Biological Diversity v. County of Lake, 

South Lake Tahoe and the TRPA have failed to properly analyze how the projects would affect 

evacuation routes during a wildfire. The court found that the project's approval should be set 

aside because it did not adequately consider the potential for increased congestion and delay 

on evacuation routes, which could pose significant risks during wildfire emergencies. 

 

NO PROJECT SHOULD MAKE IT HARDER FOR PEOPLE TO EVACUATE DURING A WILDFIRE. 
 

How can this committee recommend approval of these Area Plan modifications knowing that 

the South Lake Tahoe, Tahoe Valley Area Plan IEC Page 130 states: 

The permanent effect of additional residents, employees, and structures within the Tahoe 

Valley plan area could significantly increase the amount and severity of emergency response 

required in the area, affecting emergency response and evacuation plans. Therefore, this 

impact is potentially significant. 

 

6. Finally, absent any substantial evidence and data provided by TRPA or the City of South Lake 

Tahoe, in order to inform land use planners and the public of potential wildfire evacuation 

times during no-notice wildfire evacuation, I once again place on the record, the Independent 

Lake Tahoe Basin Wildfire Evacuation Analysis commissioned by TahoeCleanAir.org dated 

October 23, 2024 Link here: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18fRMqrc1XvCfz9235iqEJ1imDYgMSyNd/view 

 

Sincerely, 

Doug Flaherty, President 

Tahoe Sierra Clean Air Coalition (DBA TahoeCleanAir.org)  

A Nevada 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Corporation registered to do business in the State of California 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18fRMqrc1XvCfz9235iqEJ1imDYgMSyNd/view
http://www.tahoecleanair.org/
http://www.tahoecleanair.org/


From: Doug Flaherty <tahoesierracleanair@gmail.com>
Sent: 12/18/2024 10:20:59 AM
To: Public Comment <PublicComment@trpa.gov>; John Hester <jhester@trpa.gov>; Julie Regan <jregan@trpa.gov>
Subject: Public Comment Agenda Items VIII. A. and B. - TRPA Gov Board Mtg 12-18-24
Attachments: Public Comment TRPA Gov Board Mtng 12-18-24 - TahoeCleanAir.org.pdf

Even though I was unable to submit the attached public comment before 4 pm yesterday 12-17-24, please make this public comment part of the record in connection with:

VIII. PUBLIC HEARING
A. Amendments to the City of South Lake Tahoe’s Tourist Core Area Plan.
B. Amendments to the City of South Lake Tahoe’s Tahoe Valley Area Plan.

Sincerely,
Doug Flaherty, President 
Tahoe Sierra Clean Air Coalition (DBA TahoeCleanAir.org) 
A Nevada 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Corporation
774 Mays Blvd 10-124
Incline Village, NV 89451

TahoeCleanAir.org Organizational Purpose
Tahoe Sierra Clean Air Coalition (DBA TahoeCleanAir.Org) is a Nevada 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporation registered to do business in the State of California. Our
organizational purpose extends beyond protecting clean air, and includes, among other purposes, protecting and preserving natural resources, including but not limited to
clean air, clean water, including lake and stream clarity, soils, plants and vegetation, wildlife and wildlife habitat including wildlife corridors, fish and fish habitat, birds and
bird migration, insects, forest and wilderness from adverse environmental impacts and the threat and potential of adverse environmental impacts, including cumulative
adverse impacts, within the Nevada and California Sierra Range, and its foothill communities, with corporation/organization geographical purpose priority being that of the
Lake Tahoe Basin. Our purpose further extends to all things incidental to supporting environmental impact assessments and studies, including the gathering of data
necessary to analyze the cumulative adverse environmental, health and safety impacts from public and private projects inside and outside the Lake Tahoe Basin, and
addressing and supporting safe and effective evacuation during wildfire. Our purpose further extends to supporting transparency in government to ensure that our purpose
and all things incidental to our specific and primary purposes are achieved.
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December 18, 2024  

RE: Public Comment: 

TRPA Governing Board Meeting December 18, 2024  

VIII. PUBLIC HEARING 

A. Amendments to the City of South Lake Tahoe’s Tourist Core Area Plan.  

B. Amendments to the City of South Lake Tahoe’s Tahoe Valley Area Plan.  

 

1. While today’s agenda items VIII A. and B. address separate area plans, due to their 

geographical proximity, the environmental and public safety impacts must be analyzed in a 

cumulative manner.  

2. Both area plan amendments represent a “project” under CEQA. This as determined by the 

California Supreme Court ruling Union of Medical Marijuana Patients, Inc. v. City of San Diego, 

since the project has the potential to cause direct and indirect physical changes in the 

environment. These potential changes include new residential and commercial density. 

Increases in density will affect emergency Evacuation and increase Vehicle Miles Traveled. 

3. Since both Area Plan proposals represent a “project,” TRPA may not approve either “project” 

without first making a finding of Net Zero VMT. This as explained in the October 22, 2024 Ca 

Attorney General Letter to the TRPA regarding the failure of the TRPA to achieve a reliable 

regional revenue source by December 31, 2023. 

4. Project documentation fails to provide substantial evidence, including evacuation timing and 

capacity modeling analysis, to determine whether the projects will be exposing people or 

structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires, or possibly 

interfere with the existing emergency evocation plan. This includes where wildlands are 

adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are intermixed with wildlands. Without 

modelling and analysis these potentially significant impacts are left unanalyzed and without 

mitigation measures.  

5. Even though current data and the latest technology are available to do so, project 

documentation fails to include a comprehensive roadway by roadway wildfire evacuation time 

analysis before arriving at a finding of no significant effect, or less than significant impacts, 
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and failed to address the CA Attorney General Best Practices for Analyzing and Mitigating 

Wildfire Impacts of Development Projects under CEQA. Project documentation also fails to 

discuss wildfire ignition. 
 

Similarly, here, as in the recent ruling Center for Biological Diversity v. County of Lake, 

South Lake Tahoe and the TRPA have failed to properly analyze how the projects would affect 

evacuation routes during a wildfire. The court found that the project's approval should be set 

aside because it did not adequately consider the potential for increased congestion and delay 

on evacuation routes, which could pose significant risks during wildfire emergencies. 

 

NO PROJECT SHOULD MAKE IT HARDER FOR PEOPLE TO EVACUATE DURING A WILDFIRE. 
 

How can this committee recommend approval of these Area Plan modifications knowing that 

the South Lake Tahoe, Tahoe Valley Area Plan IEC Page 130 states: 

The permanent effect of additional residents, employees, and structures within the Tahoe 

Valley plan area could significantly increase the amount and severity of emergency response 

required in the area, affecting emergency response and evacuation plans. Therefore, this 

impact is potentially significant. 

 

6. Finally, absent any substantial evidence and data provided by TRPA or the City of South Lake 

Tahoe, in order to inform land use planners and the public of potential wildfire evacuation 

times during no-notice wildfire evacuation, I once again place on the record, the Independent 

Lake Tahoe Basin Wildfire Evacuation Analysis commissioned by TahoeCleanAir.org dated 

October 23, 2024 Link here: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18fRMqrc1XvCfz9235iqEJ1imDYgMSyNd/view 

 

Sincerely, 

Doug Flaherty, President 

Tahoe Sierra Clean Air Coalition (DBA TahoeCleanAir.org)  

A Nevada 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Corporation registered to do business in the State of California 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18fRMqrc1XvCfz9235iqEJ1imDYgMSyNd/view
http://www.tahoecleanair.org/
http://www.tahoecleanair.org/
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