
From: Ellie <tahoellie@yahoo.com>
Sent: 9/23/2024 10:15:40 AM
To: Public Comment <PublicComment@trpa.gov>; Cindy.Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Hayley Williamson <hayley.a.williamson@gmail.com>;

Shelly Aldean <shellyaldean@gmail.com>; Belinda Faustinos <belindafaustinos@gmail.com>; James Settelmeyer <JSettelmeyer@dcnr.nv.gov>; Ashley
Conrad-Saydah <ashleyc@alumni.princeton.edu>; Ben Kieckhefer <benontrpa@gmail.com>; Cody Bass <cbass@cityofslt.us>; Meghan Hays
<Meghan.hays9@gmail.com>; Alexis Hill <AHill@washoecounty.us>; Vince Hoenigman <vhoenigman@yahoo.com>; Alexandra Leumer
<TRPALeumer@yahoo.com>; Brooke Laine TRPA GB <bosfive@edcgov.us>; Wesley Rice <wrice@douglasnv.us>

Subject: General Comment: TRPA Governing Board 9-25-2024
Attachments: GB 9-25-2024 SSAP.pdf

Please accept this public comment for the TRPA Governing Board 9-25-2024
Subject: Douglas County South Shore Area Plan / proposed Barton Hospital.

Thank you ~Ellie Waller



Tahoe Regional Planning Agency  Governing Board meeting September 25, 2024 
Submitted last week to Douglas County Board of County Commissioner 9-19-2024 
Ellie Waller Public Comment for the Record South Shore Area Plan 
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It is very clear to me that this concurrent process of dealing with the proposed  Barton Hospital, not in 

play with no application for review to the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (TRPA) and the  DRAFT Area 

Plan Amendments (Healthcare subdistrict and zoning changes being suggested by Barton in my opinion) 

asking to allow extraordinary height not currently allowed, TRPA Commercial Floor Area exemptions etc. 

is very confusing, misleading and disingenuous to what is supposed to be a structured public process.  

Examples: 

1). Douglas County has identified a new Healthcare Subdistrict within the Mixed-Use/Town Center district 

to support expansion of existing healthcare services in the area. With the Town Center overlay and TRPA 

Phase 2 Housing Amendments, development of more diverse housing options is incentivized. The 

residential density (exempt from density limits) and height standards (up to 85 feet for hospital uses only 

within the lake side portion [west of US 50] of the subdistrict…. 

2). Provide flexibility for Barton Healthcare System to engage in public-private ventures. Upon adoption of 

a Facilities Plan, healthcare services in which Barton Healthcare System owns a majority interest and are 

located within the Healthcare Subdistrict will be considered public services provided by a non-profit 

organization and may be exempt from the requirements for CFA pursuant to TRPA Code Section 50.8.3 

3). There are 66 parcels within the South Shore Area Plan designated with a future land use of Mixed-Use 

with a Town Center Overlay.  

Note the word FUTURE which means not currently approved. Then add the proposed healthcare sub-

subdistrict overlay.   

Just this alone makes your head spin trying to understand each of the designations and what each 

separate designation then combined will allow.  

 A table of what the current zoning allows and what future entitlements will allow needs to be added to the 

South Shore Area Plan.   

Douglas County and TRPA have recently released updated information on the process which still leaves 

the public-at-large questioning how to comment, when to comment and to whom to send comments 

related to the draft area plan versus the TRPA process. 

Link to most current draft South Shore Area  posted on the Douglas County website https://cdnsm5-

hosted.civiclive.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_12493019/File/SSAP_update_combined_clean.pdf 

It is not posted to the recent website released. https://douglas-county-nv.civilspace.io/en/projects/2024-

south-shore-area-plan-amendments 

To further confuse the public the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency also has created a new Majors 

Projects Link for the Barton Hospital Specific information about the application process can be found on 

the TRPA Major Projects page under item No. 3.  

3. Hospital permit application process – Not initiated 

Although Barton Hospital has shared details of its proposal with the community, the agency cannot 

determine what may or may not be approved on the site until a formal application process is followed. 
Once an application is received, the agency will establish a potential timeline for application review, 

environmental analysis, and public input opportunities and hearings. 

The above information as of August 29, 2024 

https://cdnsm5-hosted.civiclive.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_12493019/File/SSAP_update_combined_clean.pdf
https://cdnsm5-hosted.civiclive.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_12493019/File/SSAP_update_combined_clean.pdf
https://douglas-county-nv.civilspace.io/en/projects/2024-south-shore-area-plan-amendments
https://douglas-county-nv.civilspace.io/en/projects/2024-south-shore-area-plan-amendments
https://www.trpa.gov/major-projects/
https://www.trpa.gov/major-projects/


From: Doug Flaherty <tahoesierracleanair@gmail.com>
Sent: 9/19/2024 10:48:03 AM
To: Undisclosed recipients <tahoesierracleanair@gmail.com>
Subject: Errata- Corrected TahoeCleanAir.org Response To Agency Regional Evacuation Plan
Attachments: Corrected TahoeCleanAir.org - Comments Tahoe Regional Evac Plan - 9-18-24.pdf

Please find attached, the corrected version of TahoeCleanAir.org's response emailed a few minutes ago regarding the agency Lake Tahoe Regional Evacuation Plan
dated September 10, 2024 which was released to the public yesterday.

The Annex dates for the Placer County and Washoe County Emergency Plans have been corrected. (Placer 2015 and Washoe 2020)

Apologies for the confusion.

Doug Flaherty



 1 

 

 
September 19, 2024  
 

Response to the revised September 10, 2024, Lake Tahoe Regional Evacuation Plan and recent 

coverage of the TahoeCleanAir.org Independent Lake Tahoe Basin Wildfire Evacuation Analysis. 
 

The revised Lake Tahoe Regional Evacuation Plan dated September 10, 2024, released to the 

public yesterday, was developed by the cooperative efforts of the Lake Tahoe Fire Chiefs and 

Lake Tahoe Law Enforcement agencies following the Caldor Fire.” 
https://www.eldoradocounty.ca.gov/files/assets/county/v/3/documents/public-safety-amp-justice/public-

safety/sheriff/operations/oes/laketahoeregionalevacuationplan.pdf 
 

Regional strategy implementation plans, like this plan, are critical to help ensure coordinated 

agency and stakeholder response during public peril evacuations. The work and coordinated 

effort on the part of our Tahoe regional agencies to produce the plan should be recognized and 

applauded.  
 

Agencies invite a 60-day public comment period on the revised regional plan. 
 

The plan cites the definition of an evacuation as an organized, phased, and supervised 

withdrawal, dispersal, or removal of civilians from dangerous or potentially dangerous areas, and 

their reception and care to safe areas and further describes the “strategies for managing 

evacuations with a special emphasis on wildfire, which exceed the day-to-day capabilities of the 

various public safety agencies in the Lake Tahoe Basin”.  
 

While the plan shows a revision date of September 10, 2024, the plan contains annexed sections 

displaying county emergency plans, including what appears to be the unrevised Placer County 

plan dated March 2015 (9 years ago) and Washoe County plan dated July 2020 (4 years ago). 
 

It is important to point out differences between the regional plan, which contains strategic 

coordinating implementation information for an “organized, phased and supervised” evacuation 

and the TahoeCleanAir.org “Independent Lake Tahoe Wildfire Evacuation Analysis”, generated 

from the most up to data, and best available technology, of which purpose is to inform land use 

planners and the public regarding potentially perilous roadway evacuation capacity times during 

a no-notice wildfire evacuation under a variety of scenarios. 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/64148b655dc36a6ea811d09e/t/66cf1f0a79dd411d4bf3f867/1724850064376/Final+8-27-24+Indpnt+LT+Wildfire+Evac+Analys+-+TahoeCleanAir.org.pdf 
 

 

https://www.eldoradocounty.ca.gov/files/assets/county/v/3/documents/public-safety-amp-justice/public-safety/sheriff/operations/oes/laketahoeregionalevacuationplan.pdf
https://www.eldoradocounty.ca.gov/files/assets/county/v/3/documents/public-safety-amp-justice/public-safety/sheriff/operations/oes/laketahoeregionalevacuationplan.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/64148b655dc36a6ea811d09e/t/66cf1f0a79dd411d4bf3f867/1724850064376/Final+8-27-24+Indpnt+LT+Wildfire+Evac+Analys+-+TahoeCleanAir.org.pdf
http://www.tahoecleanair.org
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The important and necessary “regional evacuation” strategy implementation document 

emphasizes a “planned” phased evacuation. It does not however, address (except for brief 

mentions in one or two county annex Sections) a “no-notice” unplanned evacuation. 
 

No-notice evacuations are sudden fast-moving events that can almost immediately overwhelm 

agency resources.  
 

Further, the regional plan does not contain an analyses of traffic impacts, and evacuation times 

under a variety of scenarios. This, as suggested by the CA Attorney General, best practices for 

wildfire evacuation planning for projects within very high fire hazard severity zones. 
 

TahoeCleanAir.org looks forward to providing public comment during the 60-day comment 

period, and providing what we believe will be a comprehensive set of suggestions to help further 

inform the public and agencies regarding evacuation roadway capacity perils and evacuation 

times based on Tahoe’s regional unique and limited roadway evacuation capacity restraints. 

This, further supported by up to date and relevant data utilizing the best available technology. 

 

Doug Flaherty 

TahoeCleanAir.org 

  

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.tahoecleanair.org/
http://www.tahoecleanair.org/


From: Doug Flaherty <tahoesierracleanair@gmail.com>
Sent: 9/19/2024 10:16:16 AM
To: Undiscloed recipients <tahoesierracleanair@gmail.com>
Subject: TahoeCleanAir.org Response To Agency Regional Evacuation Plan
Attachments: TahoeCleanAir.org - Comments Tahoe Regional Evac Plan - 9-18-24.pdf

Please find attached, TahoeCleanAir.org's response to the agency Lake Tahoe Regional Evacuation Plan dated September 10, 2024 and released to the
public yesterday.

Sincerely,
Doug Flaherty, President 
Tahoe Sierra Clean Air Coalition (DBA TahoeCleanAir.org) 
A Nevada 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Corporation
774 Mays Blvd 10-124
Incline Village, NV 89451

TahoeCleanAir.org Organizational Purpose
Tahoe Sierra Clean Air Coalition (DBA TahoeCleanAir.Org) is a Nevada 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporation registered to do business in the State of California. Our
organizational purpose extends beyond protecting clean air, and includes, among other purposes, protecting and preserving natural resources, including but not limited to
clean air, clean water, including lake and stream clarity, soils, plants and vegetation, wildlife and wildlife habitat including wildlife corridors, fish and fish habitat, birds and
bird migration, insects, forest and wilderness from adverse environmental impacts and the threat and potential of adverse environmental impacts, including cumulative
adverse impacts, within the Nevada and California Sierra Range, and its foothill communities, with corporation/organization geographical purpose priority being that of the
Lake Tahoe Basin. Our purpose further extends to all things incidental to supporting environmental impact assessments and studies, including the gathering of data
necessary to analyze the cumulative adverse environmental, health and safety impacts from public and private projects inside and outside the Lake Tahoe Basin, and
addressing and supporting safe and effective evacuation during wildfire. Our purpose further extends to supporting transparency in government to ensure that our purpose
and all things incidental to our specific and primary purposes are achieved.
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September 19, 2024  
 

Response to the revised September 10, 2024, Lake Tahoe Regional Evacuation Plan and recent 

coverage of the TahoeCleanAir.org Independent Lake Tahoe Basin Wildfire Evacuation Analysis. 
 

The revised Lake Tahoe Regional Evacuation Plan dated September 10, 2024, released to the 

public yesterday, was developed by the cooperative efforts of the Lake Tahoe Fire Chiefs and 

Lake Tahoe Law Enforcement agencies following the Caldor Fire.” 
https://www.eldoradocounty.ca.gov/files/assets/county/v/3/documents/public-safety-amp-justice/public-

safety/sheriff/operations/oes/laketahoeregionalevacuationplan.pdf 
 

Regional strategy implementation plans, like this plan, are critical to help ensure coordinated 

agency and stakeholder response during public peril evacuations. The work and coordinated 

effort on the part of our Tahoe regional agencies to produce the plan should be recognized and 

applauded.  
 

Agencies invite a 60-day public comment period on the revised regional plan. 
 

The plan cites the definition of an evacuation as an organized, phased, and supervised 

withdrawal, dispersal, or removal of civilians from dangerous or potentially dangerous areas, and 

their reception and care to safe areas and further describes the “strategies for managing 

evacuations with a special emphasis on wildfire, which exceed the day-to-day capabilities of the 

various public safety agencies in the Lake Tahoe Basin”.  
 

While the plan shows a revision date of September 10, 2024, the plan contains annexed sections 

displaying county emergency plans, including what appears to be the unrevised Washoe County 

plan dated March 2015 (16 years ago) and Placer County plan dated Marh 2015 (9 years ago). 
 

It is important to point out differences between the regional plan, which contains strategic 

coordinating implementation information for an “organized, phased and supervised” evacuation 

and the TahoeCleanAir.org “Independent Lake Tahoe Wildfire Evacuation Analysis”, generated 

from the most up to data, and best available technology, of which purpose is to inform land use 

planners and the public regarding potentially perilous roadway evacuation capacity times during 

a no-notice wildfire evacuation under a variety of scenarios. 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/64148b655dc36a6ea811d09e/t/66cf1f0a79dd411d4bf3f867/1724850064376/Final+8-27-24+Indpnt+LT+Wildfire+Evac+Analys+-+TahoeCleanAir.org.pdf 
 

 

https://www.eldoradocounty.ca.gov/files/assets/county/v/3/documents/public-safety-amp-justice/public-safety/sheriff/operations/oes/laketahoeregionalevacuationplan.pdf
https://www.eldoradocounty.ca.gov/files/assets/county/v/3/documents/public-safety-amp-justice/public-safety/sheriff/operations/oes/laketahoeregionalevacuationplan.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/64148b655dc36a6ea811d09e/t/66cf1f0a79dd411d4bf3f867/1724850064376/Final+8-27-24+Indpnt+LT+Wildfire+Evac+Analys+-+TahoeCleanAir.org.pdf
http://www.tahoecleanair.org
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The important and necessary “regional evacuation” strategy implementation document 

emphasizes a “planned” phased evacuation. It does not however, address (except for brief 

mentions in one or two county annex Sections) a “no-notice” unplanned evacuation. 
 

No-notice evacuations are sudden fast-moving events that can almost immediately overwhelm 

agency resources.  
 

Further, the regional plan does not contain an analyses of traffic impacts, and evacuation times 

under a variety of scenarios. This, as suggested by the CA Attorney General, best practices for 

wildfire evacuation planning for projects within very high fire hazard severity zones. 
 

TahoeCleanAir.org looks forward to providing public comment during the 60-day comment 

period, and providing what we believe will be a comprehensive set of suggestions to help further 

inform the public and agencies regarding evacuation roadway capacity perils and evacuation 

times based on Tahoe’s regional unique and limited roadway evacuation capacity restraints. 

This, further supported by up to date and relevant data utilizing the best available technology. 

 

Doug Flaherty 

TahoeCleanAir.org 

  

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.tahoecleanair.org/
http://www.tahoecleanair.org/
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